
 
 
 

 
 
 

Code of Conduct – at a glance 
 

Do I understand the expectations at Chemainus Secondary? 
 
 

Ø Yes! I am a responsible learner. 
 

Ø Yes! I am a respectful member of the class and community. 
 

Ø Yes! I am striving for excellence. 
 

Ø Yes! I understand that all choices have consequences. 
 

Ø Yes! I am responsible with how I use and treat technology. 
 

Ø Yes! …. I am becoming an independent adult. 
 
 
 
 

*School and District Expectations at all times* 
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COAST SALISH STUDIES 
Coast Salish 8 is an exploratory course designed to enhance and promote understanding of 
aboriginal groups in Canada.  There will be special emphasis on the Coast Salish and specifically 
the Hul’qumi’num’ people.  Students will take part in activities about stereotypes, history, culture, 
language, arts and games.  The course strives to help students answer:  how does the history of 
the Coast Salish people affect my community, my family and myself? 
 

HOME ECONOMICS 8 
FOODS 8 
Students are introduced to basic cooking skills.  You will learn basic cooking techniques like how to 
measure ingredients, how to follow a recipe, and how to use basic kitchen equipment and utensils 
while making a variety of quick dishes. 
 
TEXTILES 8 
Students are introduced to basic sewing skills.  You will learn basic sewing techniques like how to 
cut and piece patterns and how to sew by hand as well as laundry skills that will be useful as a life 
skill.  Your projects include an emoji pillow and a chick or owl hot/cold bag. 

WOODWORK 8 
Woodwork is an introduction to working with wood featuring the safe use of hand and power tools.  
Students make three projects, which give them samples of what can be designed and constructed 
in the woodshop. 
 

INFO TECH 8 
This course has been designed to provide students with computer, digital and information 
technology skills necessary for success in all academic courses. 

 
ENTREPRENEUR 8 

Students in Entrepreneur 8 will gain knowledge about designing and creating their own product.  
They will learn how to market, advertise and sell their product at a school-based craft fair.  
Students will learn how to design a business plan calculating costs and profit margins. 
 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 8 
This is an experiential based course where students are exposed to and expected to participate in 
different wilderness recreational activities.  This may include such activities as canoeing, biking, 
fishing, hiking, skiing, orienteering, and rock climbing.  Students are taught the appropriate 
knowledge and skills needed to work safely and effectively as a member of a team and individually, 
while building a life-long appreciation for the outdoors.  Such skills include wilderness first aid, bear 
awareness, wilderness survival, trip preparation, clothing systems, knot tying, map and compass 
navigation. 
 
 



 

 
EXPLORATORY 8 

 
Students are introduced to a variety of exploratory courses to expose them to different options 
they can pursue as they move into higher grades.  All students rotate through a number of short 
courses.  These courses may include the following: 
 
Home Economics è Coast Salish Studies è Metalwork è Woodwork è Art  è Performing Arts 
è Outdoor EducationèEntrepreneur 
 
The only choice for grade 8 is music.  If your son/daughter chooses music, which runs every other 
day, their exposure to our exploratory courses is shortened in the number of actual classes. 
 

MUSIC 8 
 
Music 8 is a performance-based study of instrumental music through the traditional concert band 
forms.  This may be an introductory course for students with no band background or an advanced 
course for those who have taken band before. Students who participate in band will have a hybrid 
exploratory experience. 
 
 

PERFORMING ARTS 8  
 
This course explores drama activities, choral work, dance/movement choreography, and improv.  
Students will develop an understanding of performing arts concepts through participation in musical 
experiences that involve listening, moving, creating, and performing (vocal and/or instrumental 
music), as well as dramatic skills involving body, voice, imagination, trust and in-role activities. 
 

 ART 8  
 
Basic principles of design and colour theory are studied and reference is made to these elements 
in future art studies. A good understanding of design and colour in the initial stages is most helpful 
throughout the art programs. Other areas of study may include 3D projects, such as clay work, 
painting, drawing textiles (tie & dye) and graphics/printmaking.   
 

METAL WORK 8 
 
Metalwork is a project-oriented course in which students will be introduced to metalworking and 
shop safety.  Safe use of hand tolls will be emphasized.   
 
 

 
 

CHEMAINUS SECONDARY SCHOOL 
GRADE 8 PROGRAM 

WELCOME TO CHEMAINUS SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
Moving from elementary to secondary school is a big change in a student’s life. This booklet 
is intended to provide information which students and parents will find helpful in making 
the transition to Chemainus Secondary School.  
 
• A tour of Chemainus Secondary School will be organized for early May 2018. 
 
• On Tuesday, May 15th, a parent meeting will be held at Chemainus Secondary School 

in the library. This meeting will provide parents with an overview of the Grade 8 
program.  There will be information provided about Student Services, extra-curricular 
activities and school policies and procedures.  Parents are welcome to bring their 
questions or concerns to the meeting.  A school tour will be arranged prior to the 
meeting.  Invitations will be sent home with details. 

 
• Grade 8 students are encouraged to become involved in extra-curricular activities such 

as teams, leadership and clubs, and volunteer activities to make the most of their 
Chemainus Secondary experience. 

 
• During the last week of August, parents and students are invited to drop in to the school 

or telephone to ask questions. 
 
We welcome all Grade 8 students and parents to Chemainus Secondary School and look 
forward to working with you to help make an enjoyable and successful school year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CHEMAINUS SECONDARY – AN EFFECTIVE SCHOOL 
 
Effective schools have a number of common characteristics. These include: 
 

• Positive, Supportive, Safe and Orderly Learning Environment 
• Academic Focus 
• High Expectations  
• Positive Motivational Strategies 
 

At Chemainus Secondary… we all have a responsibility to support a positive school 
climate! 
 
The climate of the school has everything to do with its general orderliness, attention to 
safety, supportive relationships and positive attitudes. All students have a responsibility to 
contribute to this climate.  Respect for the learning environment in the school, respect for 
other students and teachers, and respect for private property in the school and in the 
community are very important values that we stress in our school.  

At Chemainus Secondary… we focus on Academic Achievement 
 
Chemainus Secondary School places a high emphasis upon student learning and therefore 
the factors that influence the learning situation. Students have an important role to play in 
supporting this goal. They are expected to take responsibility for their own learning which 
means regular attendance, arriving to class on time, actively participating in the lesson, 
completing homework assignments and respecting other learners and learning 
environments. Student achievement is recognized through subject awards, honorable 
merit awards, citizenship, and service awards.  Contribution to athletics is also recognized. 

At Chemainus Secondary… we have High Expectations 
 
Chemainus Secondary has high expectations for student achievement and behavior.  
Students are held accountable for their own actions and attitudes. We expect students to 
work to their full potential and to achieve the high goals.  

At Chemainus Secondary… we support positive motivational strategies 
 
Chemainus Secondary rewards student accomplishments through acknowledgement and 
celebration. 
 
At Chemainus Secondary…respect for the rights of others to learn is a top priority.  There 
will be little tolerance for students that behave in a disruptive manner in any learning 
environment. 

FRENCH 8 
 
Emphasis will be on giving the student a positive experience with the French language, 
keeping in mind that not all students may choose to carry on with French in their high school 
career.  Classroom work will consist of written and oral (spoken) work. Some writing 
activities must be completed at home. 
 
There will be participation in simple spoken activities and skits that will be presented to the 
class.   Several countries where French is spoken are introduced.   French culture is 
presented as far as it is relevant to the age levels of the students.   
 

CAREER EDUCATION 8 

The Career Education curriculum supports students in the process of becoming successful, 
educated citizens by providing them with opportunities to explore a variety of careers and 
options for their future. Career Education helps students to discover a bridge between 
classroom learning and workplace and post-secondary realities, and is intended to make 
their learning meaningful and relevant.  In Grades 8, students explore concepts such as 
identity, leadership, personal planning, and transferable skills. As students build on the 
foundation developed from their experiences, they begin to explore in greater depth their 
skills and passions, and begin to determine possible routes to their goals.  

PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION 8 
 
This course is designed to provide the knowledge and skills necessary for students to 
successfully participate in different physical activities and make to decisions that will lead 
to a healthy lifestyle.  Students develop skills in the areas of physical literacy, healthy and 
active living, social and community health, and mental well-being.  The knowledge 
component includes such topics as fundamental movement skills and strategies, training 
principles, sources of health information, signs and symptoms of stress, anxiety and 
depression, nutrition, and healthy relationships.  
 
All PE students are required to have PE strip:  t-shirt, short/track pants, running shoes and 
a towel. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ENGLISH 8 
 
The English 8 curriculum is designed to empower students by providing them with strong 
communication skills, an understanding and appreciation of language and literature, and 
the capacity to engage fully as literate and responsible citizens in a digital age. Students 
will use oral, written, visual and digital texts to access information. Students will learn about 
strategies, processes, writing structures and conventions.  Students are guided in their 
learning to think critically, creatively, and reflectively; to construct a sense of personal and 
cultural identity; and to be respectful of a range of perspectives and worldviews.  
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 8 
 
The Big ideas for SS 8 are: contacts and conflicts between peoples stimulated significant 
cultural, social, political change; human and environmental factors shape changes in 
population and living standards; exploration, expansion, and colonization had varying 
consequences for different groups andc hanging ideas about the world created tension 
between people wanting to adopt new ideas and those wanting to preserve established 
traditions. The time period to be discovered is 7th Century to 1750. Students will conduct 
inquiry and research during the course. Written assignments and tests will also be forms 
of evaluation. 
 

MATHEMATICS 8 
 
Mathematics 8 emphasizes numeracy to help us see patterns, communicate ideas and 
solve problems. We will apply mathematics to inquiry questions which will enable us to 
draw conclusions and make predications. Students will analyze, reason, and make 
connections when solving problems.  Numeracy content includes percents, square roots, 
proportions, fractions, equations, surface area & volume, and financial literacy. A scientific 
calculator is required. 
 

SCIENCE 8 
 
Science 8 requires students to demonstrate intellectual curiosity about a scientific topic or 
problem of personal interest. Students will make observations, work collaboratively, draw 
conclusions and communicate ideas. Scientific content includes cells, kinetic theory, theory 
of the atom, energy and plate tectonics. A scientific calculator is required. 
 
 
 

The Grade 8 program marks the beginning of your secondary school career. The attitudes 
and work habits that you bring with you will impact upon your success, welfare and 
happiness. During the next five years you will be faced with many decisions. The choices 
that you make will determine the path that you will follow.  
 

• Seek help when you need it. 
• Ask the right people 
• Act responsibly. 

 

Help is always close by. Teachers, counsellors, administrators and support staff will always 
point you in the right direction if they are unable to provide help directly. 
 
As you enter secondary school, peer pressure increases. This can lead to temptation to do 
things that you wouldn’t have otherwise done. Think through things carefully.  
 

Be your own person …  Don’t be a follower. 

School Rules 
Rules are in place to guide student behavior and to ensure that students understand clear 
expectations and consistency for inappropriate behavior. 
 

See Code of Conduct-at-a-Glance on the back of this book. 
 
 
Attendance 
Regular attendance is a basic and essential expectation. Absenteeism should only occur 
when there is an unavoidable reason for not being in school. If you are not in school you 
can’t learn. If your reason is unavoidable, such as illness, then we ask that your parents 
phone the school to let us know. Homework can be arranged for pick up by contacting the 
counselling secretary. On the day you return, if a phone call has not been received from 
home, please bring a written explanation for your absence.  This should be given to the 
school secretary.  Upon returning from an absence, it is the student's responsibility to check 
with the subject teacher to find out what has been missed and then to complete the work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Punctuality 
Arriving on time for your classes is important in supporting the learning situation for all 
students. When you arrive to class late you miss the first part of the lesson. This is often 
the time when a teacher presents the learning objectives or reviews important points from 
previous assignments. You also create a disruption to the flow of the lesson, which is a 
distraction for other learners.  It is your responsibility to arrive to class on time and to be 
prepared to participate in the lesson. 

Early Release 
If you are required by a parent or guardian to leave the school during class time, prior to 
the class you must present a secretary with a note, signed by a parent or guardian, stating 
the reason for needing to leave the school.  The office staff will then make the necessary 
arrangements, and issue a Release Form. You may not leave the school before the regular 
dismissal times without the knowledge and permission of the office staff. 

Smoking/Vaping 
Smoking, chewing tobacco and vaping are not allowed on school district property including 
the school bus. This applies to all students.  This is a health issue and will be strictly 
enforced.  Students that ignore this rule may be suspended. 

Drugs/ Alcohol 
The school has a zero tolerance policy for any student who is found to be in the possession 
of and or under the influence of alcohol or drugs. This includes drug paraphernalia. 
Students that violate this policy may be suspended.  

Fighting 
Students should make every effort to avoid conflict, which may result in a physical 
confrontation. Fighting at school may result in a suspension as per district policy. 

Harassment 
Harassment can take the form of physical abuse, such as bullying, cyber bullying, 
emotional abuse, sexual abuse, and discrimination. These behaviors can be verbal, 
physical or on line. The school takes a very serious view of any form of harassment. 

 
 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN HOME AND SCHOOL 
 
Communication between home and school is key to the partnership necessary for a 
student’s success in school.  The administration, counselors and teachers welcome parent 
calls and want to address any questions and concerns as they arise.  Parents are 
encouraged to take an active part in the Chemainus Secondary School Parent Advisory 
Council (PAC).  We regularly issue a monthly school newsletter E-REFLECTIONS, which 
outlines school news, activities, and provides updated calendars.  The newsletter is also 
used to circulate survey questions from time to time, in order to receive parent input and 
feedback. 
 
Teachers and Administrators are relying on e-mail as a primary means of communication 
with busy parents.  If you would like to request a meeting with your child’s teacher (s), 
please contact the teacher directly to set up a mutually agreeable time.  Teacher updates 
of student progress, newsletters, administrative bulletins and PAC information are 
frequently sent to parents in an e-mail format.  Please be sure to provide your e-mail 
address on the course selection form to assist in making communication more 
effective. 
 
Please contact the school if there is a change in address, phone number or email. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dress 
Students are expected to dress appropriately and cover themselves in a manner that is 
acceptable in a school environment. Students must not wear clothing with inappropriate 
language, symbols or messages. Failure to comply with this policy may result in the student 
being sent home to return with more suitable attire.  
 
Homework 
Homework consists of specific assignments that could not be completed in class.  Every 
Grade 8 student is expected to complete all assigned work. Homework will be recorded in 
a student Agenda Book.  It is expected that a parent or guardian will sign the Agenda Book 
daily until the end of Term One.  Student work habits are reported regularly and steps are 
taken to correct poor work habits. Students will be held accountable for adopting a serious 
attitude towards their work.   
 
Hallway Behavior 
During class time, students are required to be in class and on task. Outside of class time, 
such as lunch break, or class change, students must conduct themselves in a respectful 
manner throughout the school.  
 
Cheating/ Plagiarism 
Cheating and/or plagiarism is considered to be a serious academic crime.  Students who 
cheat on tests or assignments will suffer a consequence.  These consequences are 
outlined in the school policy and in the Agenda Book. 
 
Theft 
Students are strongly advised not to bring valuables (e.g. expensive jewelry, cell phones, 
electronic devices, large sums of money) to school.  The school cannot be responsible for 
lost or stolen items or money.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Cell Phones 
Students are advised to leave expensive electronic devices at home or in their lockers for 
safekeeping.  In some circumstances, and only with teacher’s permission, may cell phones 
be used in the classroom.  We respectfully ask parents to contact our main office if you 
need to leave a message for your child during the school day. 
 
Notebooks and Supplies 
It is recommended that you do not buy any supplies until you have attended your first class.  
You should, however, come with a pen/pencil and paper on the first day.  Teachers will 
advise students on specific equipment needs for each class. 
 
Buses 
Many students come to school by bus.  Buses arrive and depart at different times, 
depending upon the areas in which the students live. Bus schedules are published in the 
local papers before school starts in September.  Parents may also get information from the 
School District Transportation Department (250-748-1066).  Bus registration happens each 
school year. 
 
Textbooks 
Textbooks will be distributed to students in individual classes at the beginning of each 
semester.  A refundable textbook damage deposit of $25.00 will be collected at the 
beginning of the school year. This will be refunded when textbooks are returned in the 
condition expected for normal wear and tear. A student who loses or willfully damages a 
textbook will be required to pay for the loss or damage of the text.  If funds are not 
reimbursed the student will not be allowed to remove textbooks from the classroom until 
full reimbursement is made. 
 
Lockers 
Lockers and combination locks will be assigned.  Only school locks can be used on school 
lockers.  Do not reveal your combination to anyone. 
 
Support Services 
Support services are available to students experiencing difficulties. These may be 
learning challenges, emotional or social problems, or organizational issues.  Areas of 
support available at Chemainus Secondary School include Counsellors, Peer Tutoring, 
Learning Assistance and Teacher Advisors. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Students may call upon the following services for help: 
 
• Counsellors are available to discuss your courses, progress, plans for the future, and 

any personal concerns or problems you may have. Mr. Culbertson is the Counsellor for 
students with last names beginning with the letters A to L.  Mrs. Stoochnoff is the 
Counsellor for students with last names beginning with the letters M to Z.  Students 
may talk to either Counsellor if they wish. 

 
• Peer Tutors are senior students who work in subject classrooms as helpers for 

students in a particular class.  If the teacher is busy, you can ask a Peer Tutor for 
assistance. 

 
Student Planner 
All Grade 8’s will be issued with a student Agenda Book that they will be expected to use 
daily.  The use of the agenda will be monitored and assessed through Career Education 8 
and classroom teachers.  Homework assignments will be charted in the Agenda Book 
along with other important information such as test dates, assignments due and counseling 
appointments.  The Agenda Book will also be used to record marks on assignments, tests, 
projects, labs, etc. in each subject area.  The agenda provides students with important 
information on school policies and student services.  Parents will be asked to sign the 
Agenda Book on a daily basis during the month of September.  
 
Extra Curricular Program 
Students are encouraged to become involved in the school’s extra curricular program.  This 
program provides the opportunity for students to become involved in a variety of sports.  
These sports may include Basketball, Volleyball, Ice Hockey, Intra-Murals, Soccer, Golf 
and Track and Field.  The focus of these sports is to provide a balance between learning 
new skills and representing our school in a competitive nature. 


