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CHEMAINUS SECONDARY SCHOOL INFORMATION
Principal – Mr. J. Doyle jdoyle@sd79.bc.ca
Vice-Principal - Ms. R. LaForge – rlaforge@sd79.bc.ca
Counsellor - Mr. G. Culbertson (A – L) gculbertson@sd79.bc.ca
Counsellor - Mrs. B. Stoochnoff (M – Z) bstoochnoff@sd79.bc.ca
Counselling Secretary – chsscounsellingsecretary@sd79.bc.ca

9947 Daniel Street, Chemainus, BC V0R 1K1
250-246-4711
email: chss@sd79.bc.ca
web: chss.sd79.bc.ca
FACEBOOK & APP: ChemainusSecondarySchool

Code of Conduct – at a glance
Do I understand the expectations at Chemainus Secondary?
Ø Yes! I am a responsible learner.
Ø Yes! I am a respectful member of the class and community.
Ø Yes! I am striving for excellence.
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Ø Yes! I understand that all choices have consequences.
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Ø Yes! I am responsible with how I use and treat technology.
Ø Yes! …. I am becoming an independent adult.

*School and District Expectations at all times*

2

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
The following course descriptions will help you to determine which elective courses you would like to take. This
information includes courses, which are mandatory, for all Grade 9 students.

ENGLISH 9
English 9 is a continuation of the development of reading, writing and inference skills begun in previous years.
The curriculum is designed to empower students by providing them with strong communication skills, an
understanding and appreciation of language and literature, and the capacity to engage fully as literate and
responsible citizens in a digital age. Students will use oral, written, visual and digital texts to access information.
Students will learn about strategies, processes, writing structures and conventions. Students are guided in their
learning to think critically, creatively, and reflectively; to construct a sense of personal and cultural identity; and
to be respectful of a range of perspectives and worldviews

SOCIAL STUDIES 9
Big Ideas for Social Studies 9 students are: Emerging ideas and ideologies profoundly influence societies
and events; the physical environment influences the nature of political, social, and economic change; disparities
in power alter the balance of relationships between individuals and between societies and collective identity is
constructed and can change over time. Time period to be discovered: 1750 – 1919.
Students will conduct inquiry and research during the course. Written assignments and tests will also be forms
of evaluation.

MATHEMATICS 9
Emphasizes numeracy to help us see patterns, communicate ideas and solve problems. Students will apply
mathematics to inquiry questions that will enable us to draw conclusions and make predictions. Throughout the
course, students will use logic, analyze, make connections and apply multiple strategies to problem solve. Math
content includes exponents, income, financial literacy, rational numbers, polynomials, graphing, equations,
reasoning and statistics in society.
A scientific calculator is required.

SCIENCE 9
Science 9 requires students to be actively communicating, thinking and being personally and socially responsible
in their learning and laboratory activities. The Big Ideas are:
- Cells are derived from cells.
- The electron arrangement of atoms impacts their chemical nature.
- Electric current is the follow of electric charge.
- The biosphere, geosphere, hydrosphere, and atmosphere are interconnected, as matter cycles and
energy flows through them
A calculator is required for this course.
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PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION 9
This course is designed to build upon the skills and knowledge from the previous year. Students will continue to
learn and improve their skills and knowledge to successfully participate in different physical activities and make
to decisions that will lead to a healthy lifestyle. Students further their skill development in the areas of physical
literacy, healthy and active living, social and community health, and mental well-being. The knowledge
component includes such topics as fundamental movement skills and strategies, training principles, sources of
health information, signs and symptoms of stress, anxiety and depression, nutrition, and healthy relationships.

BASKETBALL 9
This course will provide an opportunity for young basketball players to train and learn about the sport
of basketball. The course will provide an avenue for students to develop their basketball skills,
leadership, and character. Areas of exploration will include: basic and advanced techniques of
individual offensive and defensive play; basic and advanced team concepts and strategies for offence
and defense; strength and conditioning; coaching and leadership theory; injury prevention; and
nutrition. In addition, this class will look for opportunities to help lead younger students within
Chemainus Secondary School and the community. Occasional classroom/theory days will be used to
supplement on court training. Student’s work ethic will have a significant impact on their success.
Commitment, personal and social awareness, and responsibility are of the utmost importance in this
course.

CAREER EDUCATION 9
The Career Education curriculum supports students in the process of becoming successful, educated citizens
by providing them with opportunities to explore a variety of careers and options for their future. Career Education
helps students to discover a bridge between classroom learning and workplace and post-secondary realities,
and is intended to make their learning meaningful and relevant. In Grade 9, students explore concepts such as
identity, leadership, personal planning, and transferable skills. As students build on the foundation developed
from their experiences, they begin to explore in greater depth their skills and passions, and begin to determine
possible routes to their goals.

ELECTIVE COURSES
Students must take three (3) of the following elective courses.

FRENCH 9
French 9 is recommended to students who enjoyed the experience of studying a second language in Grade 8.
Reading, writing, speaking and listening are emphasized in French 9. Students will learn French through a
variety of highly engaging stories.
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MUSIC 9
Do you want to improve your skills on a particular instrument (Guitar? Ukulele? Wind-instrument?) Do
you want to learn to compose and arrange your own music? Are you interested in recording and editing
music? Do you have another music-related passion that you want to explore?
In this self-paced and flexible course, you will have the opportunity to explore special talents or interests
relating to music. You will work with the teacher to set your own personal learning goals and determine
the type of projects and learning experiences you will work on. This course is best suited for students
who are self-motivated and who can work independently. No prior music experience is necessary.

VISUAL ARTS 9
In this studio based course students will have the opportunity to learn and employ the Elements and Principles
of art. Students will be introduced to a variety of mediums with which they can explore and create.

DANCE 9
Dance 9 is a performance-based study of a variety of dance styles and techniques. The first portion of this course
will cover basic technique and form and the second portion of this course will cover performance and
choreography. An opportunity to explore individual or group choreography will be provided. The end goal of this
course is participation in a dance showcase at the end of the term.

DRAMA 9
A fun activity-based class, Drama 9 provides a creative outlet. Students learn to build trust, confidence and skills
in a variety of activities.
The course will consist of games, exercises, mime, radio plays, scene presentation, and an introduction to
improvisational work.

ADST: INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY - COMPUTERS
Information Technology 9 is a general computer course intended for students at ALL levels of experience and
ability with computer technology. Instruction and learning takes place in a lab setting with tutorials, assignments
and projects. Both individual and group work inquiry-based opportunities will be available for students to further
explore their learning in other subjects.
Topics covered will include: Computer Hardware, Office Applications (word processing, spreadsheets,
presentation software), Graphic Design (illustration and photo editing), Electronic Communications (internet
technologies and web page design), Animation, and Digital Video (filming and editing a short movie).
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ADST:

FOODS 9

This course focuses on the foundations of cooking. Throughout this course, students will focus on a variety of
themes that may include; kitchen basics, food trends, and international foods and food culture. Students will
work cooperatively in groups to prepare a variety of foods while learning about food preparation techniques,
cooking principles and food safety.

PHOTOGRAPHY 9
Photography is a course that focuses on students getting hands on experience with digital cameras,
and the technologies associated with the field of photography. Students will focus on learning how to
manipulate the settings of a camera to achieve a specific result, the fundamentals of good lighting for
photo shoots, compositional techniques and photo editing programs such as photoshop and lightroom.
Students will learn how to break down photographs into their basic elements, and how to use those
basic elements to build compelling compositions. Learning the various components of the camera and
their functions will allow students to make informed choices about how the equipment they use can
influence their final products.
Returning students will be given the opportunity to start developing their own style and will work towards
the creation of a professional portfolio that they can use to help build a career in the field of photography.

ADST: METALWORK 9
Technology Education 9: Metalwork is a project-oriented course designed to familiarize students with the safe
use of hand and power tools and welding equipment.
There will be a class and individual demonstrations. Students will work at their own level to complete small
projects using hand and power tools.

ADST: WOODWORK 9
Woodwork 9 focuses on students developing their skills related to: the care and use of woodworking hand tools,
machines and materials; develop proper attitudes and practices concerning health and safety; develop the ability
to select and to design projects that are functional, attractive and appropriate; develop a pride in good work and
the ability to evaluate one’s own accomplishments objectively; develop proper attitudes towards work and
towards relationships with others.
This course is strongly recommended for all students considering a career in Woodwork and/or our Dual Credit
Carpentry Trades Program.

ADST: ELECTRONICS AND ROBOTICS 9
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The focus will be ROBOTICS. The main objective of this course is to develop knowledge into the world of
electronics. This is a hands-on course based on labs, theory and projects.
Students will design, build circuits, program and construct various electronic or robotic devices.

ADST: TEXTILES 9
This will be an introductory course for students. Students will study a variety of textiles related topics that may
include: hand sewing, machine sewing, knitting, crocheting, fabric properties/care, textile manipulation, fashion
design and refashioning and repurposing. We will produce a variety of items ranging from pincushions to PJ’s
to purses.

YOGA 9
In Yoga, students will develop and maintain a regular physical yoga practice while demonstrating
understanding of alignment and anatomy as it relates to the safety and the benefits of the practice. The
students will make connections between the physical practice and their ability to handle stressors both
on and off the mat. Further, by a study of yogic philosophy, meditation and mindfulness, the students
will see that by developing a healthy state of well-being within themselves, they can have a positive
impact in their own lives as well as affect the larger community in a positive way.

7

